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St. Jude the Apostle Parish 

Candlelight Prayer for Peace and Healing 
Sunday July 19th, 2020 

6:30pm 
 
 

BENELL- Good evening, and welcome to our prayer for peace and 
healing.  We welcome those here with us in church tonight 
and especially those of you who are joining us by way of our 
parish YouTube channel.   

 
As a reminder, if you have not done so already, you may 
access a copy of this prayer service on the homepage of our 
parish website.  Just click on the “RACISM AWARENESS” tab 
and then the tab, labeled, “VIGIL PRAYER SERVICE.”   
 
We thank our music ministry for being with us tonight to 
offer the gift of song.  Our presider is our pastor, Fr. Trey. 
Those here with us in church are invited to stand. 

 
GATHERING SONG: “Christ Be Our Light”  
 
WELCOME:  Fr. Trey Nelson 
 
OPENING PRAYER: 
 
PRESIDER:  Let us pray:  

Almighty and eternal God,  
our refuge in every danger, 

        to whom we turn in our distress; 
        in faith we pray.  
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Look with compassion on all who are afflicted: 
those suffering with illness, 
those who have suffered from natural disaster, 
those who have been victimized by the sins of 
racism, prejudice, abuse, and violence in any form. 
Give continued strength and healing to those  
suffering due this pandemic; 
Bless with Your wisdom and protection  
those who care for the sick; those who serve to protect us; 
and grant eternal rest to all who have died. 

        Comfort all who mourn: communities, individuals, families;  
        guide by Your Holy Spirit our leaders, 

that they may have the courage to reach out to all in love, 
        so that together we may give glory to your holy name. 
        Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
        who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
        one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 
  
SCRIPTURE  1 Peter 1:3; 6-7; 22-25 
 
NEIL- A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter: 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  
In this you rejoice, although now for a little while  
you may have to suffer through various trials,  
so that the genuineness of your faith,  
more precious than gold that is perishable  
even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise,  
glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
Love one another intensely from a pure heart.  
You have been born anew, not from perishable  
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but from imperishable seed,  
through the living and abiding word of God, for: 
 
‘All flesh is like grass, 
and all its glory  
like the flower of the field; 
the grass withers, 
and the flower wilts;  
but the word of the Lord remains forever.’” 
 
(Pause) 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
ALL- Thanks be to God! 

 
 
PSALM RESPONSE: (Sung by Choir) 

“The Lord is kind and merciful…” 
 
PSALM PRAYER:  (Presider) 
 
 O God, Father and Creator of us all,  

look with kindness upon us,  
your people and your children;  
pour forth into our hearts  
the light of Your truth and the wisdom of Your Word.   
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
PSALMODY: (Sung by Choir)  “Be Not Afraid” 
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Universal Prayers for Victims of Violence: 
 
(As each Reader offers the following prayers, Fr. Trey will light 7 
individual candles.) 
 
(The musicians begin soft instrumental for “Open Our Eyes.”)  
 
Presider- Tonight, we recall that violence comes in many forms  and 

touches the lives of many people around the world 
everyday.  We gather here to pray for healing and an even 
greater openness to one another. We ask that the peace of 
Christ be reborn daily through our own words and actions.  
We pray our response in song: 

 
Choir-  “Open my eyes, Lord 

Help me to see your face 
Open my eyes, Lord 
Help me to see.” 

 
TERNISA- For those who have been ravaged by the Violence of War 

and Oppression throughout our world. We pray especially 
for the men and women of our Armed Forces who have 
given their lives for the cause of freedom.  Give them 
comfort, O Lord, as we pray: 

 
Choir- “Open my ears, Lord 

Help me to hear your voice 
Open my ears, Lord 
Help me to hear.” 
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KIM-  For those who have suffered from the Violence of Abuse: For 

those victimized by domestic abuse, sexual abuse, physical 
abuse in any form; and emotional abuse. Give them comfort, 
O Lord, as we pray: 

 
 
Choir- “Open my heart, Lord 

Help me to love like you 
Open my heart, Lord 
Help me to love.” 

 
 

BENELL- For those who suffer the unjust Violence of Racism and 
Prejudice in any form: because of their race, gender, sexual 
orientation, and economic status.  Give them comfort, O Lord, 
as we pray: 

 
Choir-  “Open my eyes, Lord 

Help me to see your face 
Open my eyes, Lord 
Help me to see.” 

  
TERNISA- For those who have been victims of Violence in Our Schools: 

for those whose lives have been taken by gun violence, for 
their families who have suffered so tragic a loss; for those 
who suffer because of bullying, cyber gossip, harassment, and 
exclusion. Give them comfort, O Lord, as we pray: 

 
Choir-  “Open my ears, Lord 

Help me to hear your voice 
Open my ears, Lord 
Help me to hear.” 
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KIM- We remember those whose bodies, lives, homes, and relationships 

are ravaged by the Violence of Physical Disease, Emotional 
Illness, and Addiction. Give them comfort, O Lord, as we 
pray: 

 
Choir-  “Open my heart, Lord 

Help me to love like you 
Open my heart, Lord 
Help me to love.” 

 
BENELL- We pray, tonight, O Lord, for those nations, communities, and 

families whose lives have been so radically altered by the 
Violence of Natural Disaster. Give them comfort, O Lord, as 
we pray: 

 
Choir-  “Open my eyes, Lord 

Help me to see your face 
Open my eyes, Lord 
Help me to see.” 

 
TERNISA- For those whose lives lack peace due to the Violence of Busy-

ness: for adults, young adults, and even children who, 
because of the pace of life, financial burden, and unnecessary 
stress, find it difficult to know the peace of Christ.  Give them 
comfort, O Lord, as we pray: 

 
Choir-  “Open my ears, Lord 

Help me to hear your voice 
Open my ears, Lord 
Help me to hear.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer:  (All Pray Together)  
 
PRESIDER- With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, we pray…   
 
ALL- “Our Father…” 
 
 
  
PRAYER FOR PEACE:  (All Pray Together) 
 
PRESIDER- I invite those here with us in church and those 

watching at home to pray together our Prayer for 
Peace: 

 
ALL- Loving God,  

please grant us peace of mind  
and calm our troubled hearts. 
Give us the strength and clarity of mind  
to each find our purpose and walk the path 
You have laid out for us. 
We trust your love, O God,  
and know that you will heal all pain, stress and worry. 
Just as the sun rises each day against the dark of night, 
may hope rise against anxiety, prejudice, and worry. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRESIDER:  Let us bow our heads for God’s blessing: 

 
O God, protector of all who hope in you,  
bless your people,  
keep them safe, defend them,  
prepare them, that, free from sin  
and safe from all harm, evil, and wrongdoing, 
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they may persevere always in your love.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
May the Lord bless us, 
protect us from all evil  
and bring us to everlasting life. 
In the name of the Father,   
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.    

 
PRESIDER- Thank you for joining us tonight.  Our special thanks goes to 

all who helped serve here tonight as readers and song 
leaders.  We will conclude with song. 

 
 
CLOSING SONG-  “Lead Me, Lord”                                     

 
        


